182
A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES

the impossibility of clearing the channel of mines. This failure may not have entailed any loss of prestige, but it had the very serious result of depriving any future attack there might be of the element of surprise and rendering it much more difficult. The Turks were now warned and proceeded to fortify and entrench and bring up large forces for the defence of the Gallipoli Peninsula.
In the meantime the situation had cleared on the west
front, and the French at length consented to contribute a
division themselves, and to permit the 2pth British Division
to be diverted from the west to the Dardanelles.   With this
nent it was decided to go forward with a joint naval
•^ attack, and to devote the Australasian troops
'^ently arrived in Egypt to that purpose.   Sir
rho was appointed to command was soon at
tf-as chosen as his head-quarters, but his first
1«-~e numbers of field-guns and howitzers
defence, the arrangements for which
with German  thoroughness."
he French commander, General
*«+ no attack could be made
t from England and France
>nly, and would need to be
!. for the landing at Gallipoli.
Jie attack was made, it was
«t£«uii3t an enemy wno was rorewarned and forearmed, and though prodigies of valour were performed by the army which effected its landing at Cape Helles, Sk Ian Hamilton had to tepprt, when the battle was broken off, that the dominant ons were still in the hands of the Turks, and that he feced with an entrenched force which he could not hope
:me ^^ *^e ^orce at k*s ^sPosal*   The army which seat to outflank the trenches on the west front now Up against new trenches in even more difficult a>a^ OBfy ke reinforced by a long sea journey, safe and uninterrupted land communi-cocdd sead more guns and munitions to *-8A  The peninsula was long small and exposed to shell-
across the Narrows was
